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SILICON IN AUGUST 1999

In August, domestic shipments and overall production of
silicon ferroalloys plus metal, excluding silvery pig iron, were
estimated to have increased by about 8% and decreased
marginally, respectively, compared with those for the prior
month, according to the U.S. Geologica Survey. The
corresponding monthly changes in average daily rates were
respectively the same. Total producer stocks were estimated to
have decreased by about 4%.

The July trade data included in this report indicate that the
year-to-date quantity for exports of silicon metal has exceeded
that for all of 1998, aprincipal causebeingincreased exportsto
Mexico. Trade datafor August were unavailable at the time of
publication and will be included in a subsequent report.

In a unique reconsideration procedure, the U.S. Internationa
Trade Commissionreversedits 1993-94 determinations of injury
to the domestic industry from imports of ferrosilicon from

Brazil, China, Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine, and Venezuela. The
Commission cited a price-fixing conspiracy on the part of
domestic producersas amajor factorinitsredetermination (U.S.
International Trade Commission, 1999).

Published prices for silicon-based commaodities are listed
below (Sour ce: Platt'sM etalsWeek). Ferrosilicon prices are
based on the containedweight of silicon. All pricesarepostedin
cents per pound.

Reference Cited

U.S. International Trade Commission, 1999, Ferrosilicon from Brazil, China,
Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine, and Venezuela: U.S. International Trade
Commission Publication 3218, August, 48 p.

Dealer Import Prices

50% Ferrosilicon

August 6 46.0-50.0
August 13 46.0-50.0
August 20 46.0-50.0
August 27 46.0-50.0

75% Ferrosilicon Silicon Metal
42.0-44.0 52.0-55.5
42.0-44.0 52.0-55.0
42.0-44.0 52.0-54.5
42.0-43.0 53.0-54.0
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TABLE 1
U.S. PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS, AND PRODUCER STOCKS OF SILICON ALLOYSAND METAL 1/ 2/ 3/

(Metric tons)

Gross production 4/ Net shipments Stocks
August Yesar to August Yesar to August 31,
Material 1999 date 1999 date 1999
Ferrosilicon:
25%-55% silicon 5/ 22,200 174,000 17,200 121,000 47,900
56%-95% silicon 9,830 93,300 11,100 93,600 24,800
Silicon metal:
Excludes semiconductor grades 15,500 131,000 14,400 129,000 6,370

1/ Data are rounded to three significant digits.

2/ Includes U.S. Geological Survey estimates.

3/ Datafor silvery pigiron (less than 25% silicon) withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.
4/ Ferrosilicon production includes material consumed in the production of miscellaneous silicon alloys.
5/ Includes miscellaneous silicon aloys.

TABLE 2
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN JULY 1999 1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Y ear to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained
Country weight weight Vaue weight weight Vaue
Ferrosilicon:
More than 55% silicon:
Canada 264 159 $205,000 3,320 1,990 $2,070,000
CostaRica - - - 3 2 2,810
Domincan Republic 19 11 21,900 19 11 21,900
Japan - - - 5 3 3,880
Korea, Republic of 279 167 230,000 1,510 908 1,290,000
Mexico 138 89 184,000 2,180 1,360 2,160,000
United Kingdom - - - 15 9 28,800
Total 700 426 642,000 7,050 4,290 5,580,000
Other ferrosilicon:
Belgium - - - 1,800 901 2,010,000
Canada 313 156 212,000 3,860 1,930 2,680,000
China - - - 700 350 553,000
Germany 114 57 90,400 459 231 470,000
India 649 325 517,000 2,840 1,420 2,260,000
Japan 826 413 655,000 6,660 3,320 5,590,000
Korea, Republic of 99 50 78,400 1,480 739 1,170,000
Mexico 161 81 155,000 742 371 912,000
Taiwan 91 45 71,600 491 245 388,000
United Kingdom 367 184 261,000 1,510 756 1,140,000
Other (13 countries) 50 25 49,900 584 292 510,000
Total 2670 1,340 2,090,000 21,100 10,600 17,700,000
Total ferrosilicon 3370 1,760 2,730,000 28,200 14,800 23,300,000
Metal:
More than 99.99 % silicon:
China 18 XX 389,000 84 XX 3,420,000
Czech Republic (€)) XX 24,300 12 XX 557,000
Germany 3 XX 32,400 15 XX 1,080,000
Japan 149 XX 10,200,000 1,140 XX 70,600,000
Korea, Republic of 52 XX 1,560,000 305 XX 9,600,000
Malaysia 19 XX 3,810,000 73 XX 15,600,000
Norway - XX - 10 XX 255,000
Poland 3 XX 23,400 18 XX 918,000
Taiwan 10 XX 220,000 74 XX 5,620,000
United Kingdom 3 XX 391,000 25 XX 5,900,000
Other (37 countries) 12 XX 859,000 59 XX 3,990,000
Total 264 264 el 17,400,000 1,820 1,820 e/ 118,000,000

See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 2--Continued
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN JULY 1999 1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Y ear to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained
Country weight weight Vaue weight weight Vaue
M etal--Continued:
99.00% - 99.99% silicon:
Australia - - - 2 2 $3,000
Belgium - - - 6 6 8,290
Germany - - - 2 2 3,500
Japan - - - 141 140 206,000
Mexico - - - 6 6 7,850
Spain - - - 4 4 5,700
United Kingdom 3 3 $3,960 3 3 3,960
Total 3 3 3960 164 163 238,000
Other silicon:
Argentina - - - 72 70 95,200
Belgium - - - 45 44 73,700
Canada 769 747 777,000 5,030 4,880 5,040,000
Dominican Republic 5 5 40,700 25 24 108,000
Germany - - - 173 168 265,000
Japan 4 4 5,380 2,520 2450 5,130,000
Korea, Republic of 20 20 59,100 2 0 183,000
Mexico 4,500 4,370 6,030,000 16,900 16,400 22,700,000
Taiwan 83 85 116,000 895 869 1,180,000
Thailand - - - 2 24 56,600
Other (22 countries) 19 18 24,600 148 144 433,000
Total 5410 5250 7.050,000 25,900 25,100 35,200,000
Total silicon metal 5,670 5,520 24,500,000 27,900 27,100 153,000,000
e/ Estimated. XX Not applicable.
1/ Presentation of monthly datais based on the year-to-date quantities (gross weight) of the top ten countries.
2/ Data are rounded to three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
Source: Bureau of the Census.
TABLE3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN JULY 1999/ 2/
(Metric tons)
Year todatep/ 3/
Gross Contained Gross Contained
Country weight weight Vaue weight weight Vaue
Ferrosilicon:
55% - 80% silicon, over 3% Ca:
Argentina - - - 120 73 $148,000
Brazil - - - 20 13 23,300
France 18 6 $28,900 18 6 28,900
Macedonia 2490 1,860 1,350,000 10,700 8,130 5,840,000
Total 2,500 1870 1,380,000 10,900 8220 6,040,000
55% - 80% silicon, Other:
Brazil 4,230 3,160 2,390,000 4,720 3,540 2,670,000
Canada 898 682 $691,000 3,920 2,960 2,930,000
Egypt 2,610 1,900 1,430,000 2,610 1,900 1,430,000
France 80 53 163,000 79 524 1,590,000
Iceland - - - 11,600 8,700 6,200,000
India 385 291 237,000 385 291 237,000
Macedonia - - - 276 192 110,000
Norway 6,690 5,110 4,380,000 48,500 36,900 30,500,000
Poland - - - 2,460 1,850 1,490,000
South Africa 3,110 2,380 1,870,000 20,500 15,600 11,900,000
Other (5 countries) 28 21 131,000 699 472 2,040,000
Total 18,000 13600 11,300,000 96,500 73,000 61,100,000
80% - 90% silicon:
Canada - -- - 73 65 5,830
Total -- -- -- 73 65 5,830

See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 3--Continued
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN JULY 1999 1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year todatep/ 3/
Gross Contained Gross Contained
Country weight weight Vaue weight weight Vaue
Ferrosilicon--Continued:
More than 90% silicon:
Canada -- - -- 17 17 $24,700
Total - - - 17 17 24,700
Magnesium ferrosilicon:
Argentina - - - 524 250 501,000
Brezil 294 133 $231,000 1,890 869 1,390,000
Canada 36 17 39,200 137 65 144,000
China 80 38 63,400 2,660 1,270 2,070,000
Japan 16 8 36,700 79 39 184,000
Norway 1,550 724 1,410,000 7,890 3,850 7,710,000
Total 1,980 21 1.780,000 13.200 6.350 12,000,000
Other ferrosilicon:
Canada 941 304 782,000 5,460 1,910 4,450,000
France 40 21 94,200 81 1 191,000
Germany - - - 80 12 102,000
Italy 37 3 13,000 37 3 13,000
Japan 13 2 28,600 30 10 64,100
Norway 80 12 95,700 182 20 243,000
South Africa -- - -- 111 16 97,900
Total 1110 341 1.010.000 5,980 2,080 5.160.000
Total ferrosilicon 23,600 16,700 15,500,000 127,000 89,700 84,300,000
Metal:
More than 99.99% silicon:
Canada e XX 24,000 1 XX 44,400
China -- XX -- 1 XX 2,420
Denmark 4/ XX 15,900 4/ XX 31,000
Germany 49 XX 3,890,000 240 XX 26,600,000
Itay 65 XX 2,690,000 354 XX 16,000,000
Japan 30 XX 1,350,000 303 XX 9,410,000
Korea, Republic of 8 XX 182,000 3 XX 718,000
Sweden - XX - 1 XX 54,000
Talwan - XX - 29 XX 363,000
United Kingdom 1 XX 152,000 6 XX 1,120,000
Other (6 countries) (4/) XX 22,100 1 XX 90,700
Total 152 152 e/ 8.330,000 969 969 ef 54,500,000
99.00% - 99.99% silicon:
Australia 194 193 255,000 776 e 1,080,000
Brazil 1540 5/ 992 5 1,920,000 &/ 5,130 4550 6,220,000
Canada 680 675 994,000 7,590 7,530 11,500,000
China - - - 437 378 401,000
France - - - 962 955 1,300,000
Norway 741 5 755 5 1,260,000 5/ 4,280 4,280 6,100,000
Russia - - - 1,880 1,800 2,340,000
Saudi Arabia 160 159 155,000 958 951 927,000
South Africa 635 629 657,000 9,490 9,410 11,900,000
Ukraine - - - 280 278 323,000
Other (5 countries) 121 121 151,000 412 371 731,000
Total 4,070 3520 5,390,000 32,200 31,300 42,800,000
Other silicon:
Brezil - - - 1,240 742 1,540,000
Canada 1,350 1,320 2,010,000 6,030 5,920 8,670,000
China 60 59 64,800 1,140 1,120 1,000,000
Norway -- -- -- 344 334 338,000
Philippines - - - 241 237 248,000
Russia 105 103 118,000 9,970 9,730 10,800,000
Saudi Arabia 1,870 1,850 1,780,000 8,140 7,950 8,470,000
South Africa 234 230 256,000 3,350 3,280 3,430,000
Spain - - - 282 278 357,000
United Kingdom 38 37 49,300 207 201 280,000
Other (6 countries) 66 59 77,700 424 357 495,000
Total 3,730 3,650 4,350,000 31,400 30,100 35,700,000
Total silicon metal 7,950 7,330 18,100,000 64,500 62,400 133,000,000

See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 3--Continued
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN JULY 19991/ 2/

e Estimated. p/ Preliminary. XX Not applicable.

1/ Presentation of monthly datais based on the year-to-date quantities (gross weight) of the top ten countries.
2/ Data are rounded to three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

3/ May include revisions to previous months' data.

4/ Lessthan 1/2 unit.

5/ All or part of these data have been referred to the Bureau of the Census for verification.

Source: Bureau of the Census.



